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STFA SUPPORTS REJECTION OF TOP-SLICING AND WELCOMES POSITIVE STATEMENT BY CABINET SECRTETARY

The Scottish Tenant Farmers Association (STFA) is delighted that in today’s announcement in the Scottish Parliament, Cabinet Secretary Richard Lochhead has shown that he has listened to the concerns of the farming industry and has rejected ill-thought out plans to support hill farmers by top-slicing all sectors by using Article 68.

STFA has always suspected that there were underspends in the LFASS and SRDP budgets which could be directed towards the ailing hill farming sector.  Particularly welcome is the Scottish Government’s pledge to remove payments from non-active farmers and redirect towards those who are continuing to work the land.  This will remove the anomaly of those who have opted to cease farming but yet are still able to draw down funds from LFASS, a payment designed to compensate those farming in disadvantaged areas.  

STFA also welcomes the commitment to re-examine the use of Land Managers Options especially with regard to the role that they can play in delivering support to active hill farmers through grazing measures and to make agri environment schemes more accessible to smaller producers.

The move from a historic based SFP to an area based one could potentially have devastating effects on the tenanted sector if entitlements are to be attached to the land rather than the producer.  At present SFP entitlements firmly belong to the occupier rather than the owner of the land a principle which has been consistently upheld since the introduction of the SFP.  The move to area based payments must be handled with extreme care to ensure that there is not a massuive redistributiion of support and STFA welcomes the announcment of a committee of inquiry to review the structure of agricultural support in Scotland and looks forward to working with its new chairman, Brian Pack.

In submissions to government on the New Entrant Scheme, STFA has long advocated the introduction of an establishment or installation capital grant and is therefore, pleased that this is to be introduced into the Rural Priorities.  Although this will be of temendous benefit to potential new entrants there are still barriers to  gaining a foothold on the farming ladder.  Aside from economic factors, the lack of available land and the unwillingness of landowners to let land is the most powerful inhibiting factor for new entrants.  Government action will be needed to bring land on to the let market if the measures announced by the Cabinet Secretary today are to have any effect.  
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