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SCOTLAND’S ESTATES MUST CONTRIBUTE

The Scottish Tenant Farmers Association is calling on large estate owners to make land available for young entrants to rent as a first step on to the farming ladder.  There is a growing consensus in the agricultural community that help must be given to encourage new blood into farming and at last it would seem that at last the call for a new entrant scheme is being heeded by Minister Ross Finnie.  

In a letter to leading Scottish Estates, STFA Chairman Angus McCall has written, “Whilst new entrant schemes can provide cash incentives, low interest loans or grants to encourage new entrants they cannot supply the missing ingredient – land.  Current high land values will dictate that the majority of new entrants to agriculture will have to rent land to gain a foothold on the farming ladder.  It has become plain over the last few years that any land that has become available to let has usually been rented to existing farmers rather than let on the open market.  Small farms have been amalgamated with neighbours and larger ones have been divided with farmhouses sold or rented out and steadings developed into residential units.  This may be economically justifiable but it does nothing to encourage new entrants and arguably little for the long term future of the countryside.”

STFA would like to see Scotland’s large estates take up the challenge and reverse the policy of amalgamation making some smaller units available to allow new entrants access to the first rung of the farming ladder.  The Scottish Association of Young Farmers Clubs has already indicated that young entrants are more pragmatic in their approach to farming than their elders and that they are prepared to diversify into many differing activities to make their businesses prosper.  Size of unit should not be seen and a barrier to viability and a smaller unit may be used as a stepping stone.  

STFA’s letter concludes: “If we are to reverse the trend of an aging farming population and encourage young farmers into the industry we must all work together to create opportunities and estates with farms to let must contribute by making suitable land available.  Government can play its part in facilitating new entrant schemes but, if these young people cannot find land then it will all be to no avail.”
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