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TENANCY TWEAKS A FIRST STEP IN REFORM?

The Scottish Tenant Farmers Association has welcomed the Scottish Government’s commitment to address the outstanding amendments to agricultural holdings legislation which could not be included in the Public Services Reform Order, recently approved by the Parliament.  

Commenting on today’s news STFA chairman Angus McCall said;  “It has been a long and hard struggle to get even these commonsense measures near the statute books. This package is aimed at encouraging landowners to let land and has the support of all sectors of the industry. I hope that landlords’ professional advisors will take advantage of these new provisions and now move their focus away from getting tenants out of farms and towards letting more land.

“It has been more than 6 years since we first raised the iniquity of a grandchild’s inability to succeed a grandparent into the family tenancy and tenancies have been lost in the interim and we are obviously pleased that this long awaited reform is getting nearer. Succession is obviously key to ensuring the continuity of heritable tenanted farms but ongoing modernisation of succession provisions is needed to preserve an ever shrinking tenanted sector.  

“A more detailed examination of how tenancy laws are working is essential and STFA is pressing for further review of holdings legislation.  Of immediate concern is the urgent need to reassess the way in which rents are currently set.  Far too much time, energy and expense is being wasted in trying to agree a fair rent.  The complex formula set by statute is a recipe for argument and confrontation and has, for decades, been used to intimidate tenants.  It is high time that the industry sat down and worked out a simpler and fairer system where rent reviews are part of the every working relationship between landlord and tenant and disputes can be resolved without spending hundreds of thousands of pounds.  

“I regard the proposed tweaks to the law as the first stage in the journey towards a fairer tenancy system and STFA is seeking a commitment from all political parties in the run up to the elections to carry on the process of reform.   Tenancies play a pivotal role as the first rung on the farming ladder, it is in the interest of the whole agricultural community that Scotland has a vibrant tenanted sector and I would encourage greater public debate on the matter to assist industry leaders and decision makers in their deliberations.”
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