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STFA CALLS FOR A BALANCED DEBATE BETWEEN FARMING AND FORESTRY

The Scottish Tenant Farmers Association has welcomed the news last week that the National Sheep Association has now been invited to take part in the new Woodland Expansion Advisory Group.  The NSA had originally been excluded from this new committee set up to advise the government on future tree planting policy.  

Greeting the news STFA chairman Angus McCall said:  “I am delighted that the omission of the NSA from the new woodland advisory group has now been rectified. The NSA, along with STFA, has been vocal in its criticism of the government’s ambitious tree planting targets over the last year or two and we look forward to working together to ensure that a sensible balance between farming and forestry is introduced to the government’s land use strategy.   

“Productive farmland is an increasingly scarce commodity in Scotland and it is crucial that the government gets the best possible advice as to its use.  To be effective this new committee needs to be representative of as wide a range of interests as possible.  Whilst I appreciate that the Forestry Commission does not want to create another unwieldy stakeholder group, I was surprised that organisations such as the NSA and the Crofting Federation had been excluded.  

“The public debate on land use is growing and I would urge other organisations and individuals to accept the Forestry Commission’s invitation to submit their views to this group so that all sides of the argument can be considered. 

“STFA has been concerned for some time at the amount of land becoming lost to agriculture and in June we wrote to Cabinet Secretary Richard Lochhead expressing concerns over the how much farmland has been recently purchased by Forestry Commission Scotland for tree planting.  An FOI request revealed that £40m has been spent over the last five years acquiring 20,000ha of farmland.  In its letter STFA urged the government to develop an integrated agri-forestry strategy and to release land back into agriculture as starter units for new entrants.  I hope that we can continue this sort of debate within the new group and develop policies that will use the land sustainably and productively.  Governments have targets to meet but they must not be achieved at the expense of future generations.”
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