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STFA FRUSTRATION AT OPPORTUNITY MISSED

The Scottish Tenant Farmers Association is bitterly disappointed to learn from Scottish Government officials that, for technical reasons, it is not possible to bring about the promised changes to the law which would allow a grandchild to inherit a family tenancy from his grandparent.  This long awaited modification to tenancy succession was due to be contained in a packet of measures to be put before the Scottish Parliament early next year aiming to improve the working relationship between landlord and tenant and to encourage more land to be rented out.

STFA Chairman Angus McCall said this morning; “STFA has been campaigning for the last 5 years to get rid of the anomaly in the law which says a grandchild is not a near relative to a grandparent and therefore not allowed to inherit the family tenanted farm.  Everyone has accepted that this is a farcical situation and there has been universal agreement, within TFF as well as beyond, that the law needs to be changed.  It is incredibly frustrating that this is not now going to happen. 
“I will be seeking a commitment from the Cabinet Secretary and from other political parties to bring forward primary legislation to address this ridiculous situation as a matter of urgency in the new parliament.  Even so, this will be too late for some whose tenancies are already at risk.  Unfortunately, the failure to right this wrong will mar what has been a remarkable achievement by stakeholders to influence government to bring forward legislative change by reaching sufficient consensus on a range of commonsense measures.”

The STFA welcomes the proposals to encourage landlords to let more land by introducing greater flexibility into LDTs and SLDTs and also the measures to clarify the law to reduce the potential for dispute between landlord and tenant.  Tenants of smaller farms will be pleased that the “Two Man Rule” is to be modernised with a more realistic “Viable Unit” which will make it easier to pass on smaller farms to the next generation. STFA has highlighted the difficulties faced by some tenants inheriting a farm which does not require 2 people working full time to manage it.  The new definition of a “viable unit” reduces the criteria for viability to providing employment for one man alongside the ability to pay the rent and maintain the land.

Notes for editors:

Simon Stephen (Cawdor Discretionary Trust vs Stephen) and Douglas Graham (Salveson vs Graham), were issued with notices to quit because they were not “near relatives” of their grandparents.  After protracted and costly legal battles they both were able to retain their tenancies as extensively covered by the press in 2007 and 2008.  In view of the difficulties faced by these two young tenants STFA has spent the last five years campaigning for a change in the law.
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