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Minister Mike Russell reaffirms Scottish Government’s support for tenant farmers
Speaking at the AGM dinner of the Scottish Tenant Farmers Association last week,  Mike Russell, Environment Minister, reaffirmed the Scottish Government’s support for the tenanted sector. 

  “This Government came to power already committed to working in partnership with the industry.  We are supporting a thriving and healthy tenanted farm sector and seek opportunities to make land available for new tenants.
“We consider Scottish agriculture a dynamic contributor to sustainable rural economies; to quality of environments; and to thriving rural societies.    Farming is a key part of a rural Scotland where young people will want to live and work.  
“Farm tenancy is of key importance and a long acknowledged means of retaining and harnessing the historic knowledge and expertise brought to the sector by local talent.    Tenancy is also a well tried and tested first step for young people to make their way into farming, enabling them to develop their skills and establish a viable business.
  “Confidence and stability is clearly needed.   Confidence for tenants to invest and commit their energies to long term projects; and to know their family home is safe – but also confidence for landowners to let out their valuable land.
“The legislation sets out a fair framework upon which confidence can be built.      Where there is consensus that provisions are no longer appropriate these will be changed to ensure that the tenanted farm sector can flourish.”
In responding to the minister’s commitment to tenant farming STFA chairman, Angus McCall stressed the importance of the livestock industry in providing a route into farming for young people.   “The ability of arable farmers to spread costs by taking on more land and the increasing use of contract farming virtually closes the door to new entrants in the arable east, so it is vitally important that there is a profitable livestock sector to attract newcomers.  

Hill farms in the fragile areas can provide that first rung onto the farming ladder and meet the social, economic and environmental targets set by the Scottish Government but they do need direct support on the road to profitability.  We desperately need to address the current exodus of livestock from these areas“

STFA also welcomed the minister’s assurance that legislative change is an option to reform the legislative framework underpinning tenant farming.  The scarcity of farmland to rent has not improved since the creation of new tenancies and the tenanted sector has not been revitalised as had been hoped in the 5 years since the 2003 Act became law. Rising land values are putting the tenanted sector under increasing strain with expectations of higher rents and pressures to resume for development purposes.  It is time to examine what can be done to encourage land to be let and to maintain Scotland’s unique heritable tenancies which form the nucleus of the tenanted system.
Notes to editors:

The STFA AGM and dinner was held on Friday 15th February where Mike Russell, Minister for the Environment was guest speaker.  Also present was Reg Haydon OBE, retiring chairman of TFA in England.  

Angus McCall can be contacted on 07767 756840

