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The Scottish Tenant Farmers Association is dismayed and disappointed to see that Buccleuch Estates, Scotland’s biggest landowner, has recently advertised a massive 3,500 acres for rent under short term grazing lets.  This sends out an ominous message for the tenanted sector of Scottish agriculture in the run up to the Scottish Parliamentary elections on 3rd May.   
Only last month STFA and NFUS held a series of six regional meetings on New Entrants and invited the Scottish Estates Business Group (SEBG) and the Scottish Rural Property and Business Association (SRPBA) to share the platform.  These very well attended STFA/NFUS meetings emphasized that the only route for incomers to the industry was via a tenancy and identified that the main stumbling block in allowing new entrants a start in farming was the lack of available land to let.  The positive mood of the landlord speakers gave rise to a degree of optimism and expectation that where land became available for let, landlords were prepared to use the new style tenancies and that preference would be given to much needed younger blood.  This apparent change in attitude will be very disappointing to Scotland’s younger farmers.

STFA find this puzzling in the aftermath of SEBG’s annual conference last autumn when guest speaker SNP leader Alex Salmond unveiled the Nationalist’s proposal of an annual £10M capital injection to help get new entrants started.  This was warmly welcomed by all present including the SAYFC speaker and STFA delegates attending.  

Mixed messages now seem to be coming from an industry which was supposed to be getting together to work out how best to invigorate the sector and move Scotland forward.  The letting of such a vast area of land on short term lets will adversely affect the rural environment and economy.  Buccleuch Estates should reflect on the lost opportunity to allow new tenants a start in farming and the signal it sends to our politicians who are closely monitoring the situation with a legislative review in mind. 
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