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TENANTS SHOULD NOT FEAR DISCLOSURE OF SUPPORT FIGURES

The publication of their single farm payment figures should not provoke fear amongst tenant farmers.  Transparency and accountability applies to agriculture just as it does to all sectors of the economy and public life where taxpayers’ money is involved. 
However, the single farm payment is no cash handout, but a reduced payment replacing the production based support which farmers have received in one form or another for decades. It comes with tough cross-compliance strings attached and is intended to help farmers adjust to a free market situation.  It is not “money for old rope” but necessary funding to maintain and enhance the countryside in an environmentally healthy state which the public expect.
The Scottish Tenant Farmers Association chairman Angus McCall refutes suggestions that publication of farmers’ single farm payment figures will provide information that will be useful to landlords in rent negotiations.  The rental value of land is unrelated to the single farm payment which quite categorically belongs to the producer - the tenant.  A landlord may well be interested to see how much his tenant receives and vice versa but the information cannot be used as ammunition in a rent review.”
The single farm payment will inevitably decline over the next few years and farmers will be increasingly reliant on sourcing modulated money to fulfill their environmental obligations as custodians of the countryside.  In addition to rising costs and ever increasing legislative compliance, tenants have the added burden of having to fulfill repairing and maintenance clauses of their leases in an era of falling returns.  Farm rents will inevitably drop in line with reduced income.  Landlords, having benefited from past good times, must now be prepared to share the in the pain of decreasing profitability if the landlord/tenant system is to survive.  
