STFA BRIEFING NOTE

URGENT !

STFA is urging its members to pay attention to the warning issued by the Scottish Government today to take the time to check the detail of their Single Application Forms, submitted by May 17th this year, to ensure that they have excluded any “ineligible” land. 

Cabinet Secretary Richard Lochhead said today that “…. failure to exclude ineligible land - such as water courses, roads, yards, buildings and impenetrable vegetation - could invalidate a claim and lead to a penalty covering the previous three years of support, there is a lot at stake here for both individual farmers and rural Scotland as a whole.”

If you think you may have included ineligible land it is not too late to correct the error. If in doubt, take immediate action, contact your local Area Office to check your field boundaries and withdraw any areas if necessary.  If you take action before any inspection to remedy the situation it will not be seen as an intentional over-declaration.

Richard Lochhead has made it plain that the government has no option but to take a hard line on eligibility.   “The European Union has stated if an over-claim is deemed intentional, even an error of as little as 1 hectare or 0.5 per cent of the entire land area applied for being found ineligible could trigger the loss of all payments to a business.

"The Scottish Government cannot turn a blind eye to farmers claiming support on ineligible land.” 

ACT NOW!  Don’t be caught out and put your SFP at risk.

For  any further information, contact Angus McCall - email:  stfa@tfascotland.org.uk or ring: 01408633275
